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Exploring pre-service teachers’perceptions of Teaching
Chinese as a Second/Foreign Language to Learners from

ASEAN Countries

ZHAI XIUWEN

Guangxi University

Abstract:

With the establishment of the China-ASEAN strategic partnership and the development
of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), increasing numbers of learners in
ASEAN countries are learning Chinese. Currently, the number of qualified Chinese
language teachers still needs to be increased to meet the growing needs of learners in
ASEAN countries who are studying Chinese as a second/foreign language. Cultivating
outstanding Chinese language international education teachers for the ASEAN region
is an urgent issue. This qualitative study delves into the perceptions of pre-service
teachers at Guangxi University, who are specializing in Teaching Chinese as a
Second/Foreign Language to learners from ASEAN countries. Through interviews,
focus group discussions, and classroom observations, this research aims to deeply
explore the distinctive challenges these aspiring educators face and the strategies they
devise to address them. It examines how pre-service teachers perceive and navigate the
cultural and educational dynamics of teaching students from diverse ASEAN
backgrounds and assesses the impact of these perceptions on their teaching approaches
and professional growth. By analyzing the nuanced interactions between teachers and
learners, the study seeks to enrich the broader discourse on cross-cultural education
within the framework of Chinese language teaching. The insights gained are expected
to contribute significantly to curriculum development and pedagogical practices,
ultimately enhancing the effectiveness of Chinese language education programs
tailored specifically to the diverse needs of ASEAN learners. This research aims not
only to highlight the specific competencies required for effective cross-cultural
teaching but also to provide actionable recommendations for teacher training programs,

promoting more nuanced and effective engagement with ASEAN students.

33



o ,2024 International Conference on Chinese
Language Heritage in a Diverse World

X, BRUANESSERERHNE

Keywords:

Teaching Chinese as a Second/Foreign Language, pre-service teacher, Learners from

ASEAN Countries, teaching strategies

34



;, 2024 IEM nfer m(ihmcs
[\ srunosEEes@ETTE

ATUIA T HXHFT NGO HIiE k& RIE S5
—LAZEE A A

PUEETR
LRI R
WE:

HCHE NGO Z5EZ e IX 2 AR, DMEET SCHH Ko m B
RERIE AR EAR, FERAR SO E A R A SR AR A
e ZHER PR o S [ 1 Ay e L AR S T SRR R A SO A R FE
Z—, EWNHPIHE NGO K fik EAHARXS . Hrhig 2 ALk
2 e Ty AR Tl A R ZUN R S22 >, HESIR GV Lol & e, 2o
XA FRSCHUR R SR Wi LA ] o o SCHUR 28K R A SCFY , 2 Bl 2]
POCHE KRR EEEATE . O 7 17 N EAGENE AR B
TR E TR SCHE NGO, Xy HEUR Ll & il shf TP RIS DLt T 5 55 iR
LR BRI 55285, e U EPORHEA T S = A E rh S A et =
AT RN AL T BAR R SR 0T o X 2 G N e BT M 2 JR T Bl R

KA J7 NIRRT IR, SCEN NGO Anfef B4 i 4% 5 S Thiae, kS5
HOCEE BT , DAY FE bR SCEUM R A DAL SR I — 25 5 1A
%,

KGR :
. EHERP T A NGO, Uil g R

35



;, 2024 IE“ nfer m(:hmcs
L §n&ﬁﬂ§?§ﬁ§ﬂﬁﬁﬁ§

B RPN EREE AR E

A
BEZEFRE

HE

MEE RN AR RN Ry EERENREEN AN - [k &
AR RIS RS HR P R IGIRRE « HHEEHIE > B KB R E BT
TR HEERRE —— (FAEPEEECHE) -

el R Y - E R RE NG - B BETHER AL - THIHERE K
SEfs  EHRIRRE - R SREEE ET ) ERHERERENEAM R
Al SRR ENGE - EHERRE  RIUE T SEERA T 2R
DIRESEE S B SRR -

HENBEEEERETT - EIEFEE - ERHEERNRE - EHEEER
afad  Z2F A BE > 1TE  BENEANENERE RO DIRIE S
ZYRGAER I ] - N R R AE A E L S G S R s T e T T e i

{8
M

BB R ARRE i UBEE B (E IR S BRI E R E R HIRRE
[0 e HE AT A P 2 L AG O MR SO HIRE T > T T FE T 2 Bl B RO RE A £,
ZE O (eSO ERE -

B FA R B B

36



:, 2024 lt nfer ” .n(:m& "
el §m&ﬁﬂ§§ﬁﬁﬁﬁ3@§ﬁﬂ!‘]§

N BRI ERRRNBE R REA

R
BRI

HE

BT R SR EE SRR AL BB ERS
BEEMAr (FaF 2021)  FEHEFHENRFSATEE () ERAEE
"HimAME L FIRE (EERtE - ThiF 2024) - (NI > BETEER S SRR ERE
{TeriEaeaT ~ AT SEHT - EIRAVAGEE - (8 B S AESCR B (KA AR -

ASGRE R E S BENBE R R A= - —  MPRRSEERE  E
IAETS e - DM RE ~ EREHE LG HRHEERE RS
uh > AIEEEE S RS T BRSO BB RS (3.0 O, = BB
BEFVE  OREHEREN TP XHEREE S = - BASEETIREN

RIAR T H, - PR TP S B % - AR — P el —HEE &R
FEFEREZTENER] - DARARTAE R0 5 F 25 (8880 I e ey [T S P R L A 1

B

v

AR B RS M EREER - SRR

37



ese
e World

BT ORE R EINE
BN BRIV SR R E B S T

EzEN
ERVATEElE e

BT AR E (RS R EARE R B - ZREELOR - BEF L

H 2% BB S E R R — BB IEAE I PE AR 52 - DU B2 A AR
B REE RYTEHRARR S REIHZ T HRrHERERE G = B
i A [F] SRR Z S5 T2 DAEE T TR R B R e ol Z AR RBRIRF 9 > FH LG T R e )
B (% > DRIESR R Rt S S E IR R IR e R B TR

AW FE R G IREE - BT EEL P i B s T SHZ 38R Jl
FUL=AT BT 834 (ARG - [FlRFE#E IBM AMOS 21.0 R ERAHTFE
ATt 2 " B ERE b0 SR A B IR IR B R FE SRR (B e A =X ) LB ey A i e
Fof] ? B BIF RIS ZUR 1 2 BB 2 0 SO FF R Fo oAb 258 00 £2
AR IR T B BNV IRIE ( SMERN R ENFEN R ) AT PR A FE SRS (&
TERR IE [ SUMMR &2 5] ) 25 B EREUR - WISt i RS L e At SR S T ]
TEAtAG IR ERE AR B ~ SRR E R BB E 225 -

|

W

R -

38



J “‘\ / v International Conference on Chinese
=l 2024 Language Heritage in a Diverse World

[\ SuttRmEEEeESTne

The Negative Transfers in Grammar Influence on

Portuguese-speaking Students’ Chinese Speaking Anxiety

WU TONGYU

Macao Polytechnic University

Abstract:

As one of the earliest trading ports in China and a former colony of Portugal, Macao
has a close bond with both Portuguese and Chinese. However, the research on Chinese
learning in Portuguese-speaking students is limited. This paper is a correlational study
which aims to determine how negative transfers in Grammar influence Portuguese-

speaking students’ Chinese.

Foreign language anxiety can be seen as “a distinct complex of self-perceptions, beliefs,
feelings and behaviors related to classroom language learning arising from the
uniqueness of the language learning process.” (Horwitz,1986) Within the theory of
contrastive analysis, the systematic study of a pair of languages with a view to
identifying their structural differences and similarities, the greater the differences
between the two languages, the more negative transfer can be expected. According to
Prator’s (1967) contrastive analysis hypothesis, there are three kinds of interference
with increasing degree of difficulty: (1) Native item not in Second Language (2) Native
item given new shape in Second Language (3) Native item not in Second Language.
This study uses ba sentences, word order in questions and le sentences (perfect tense)
to represent each interference respectively.

We ask twenty students from Portuguese-speaking countries to do a FLCAS (Horwitz,
1986) at first. Then read a paragraph that contains three grammar mentioned above and
record the unnatural pauses within and between sentences in order to confirm the
following hypothesis: 1. The unnatural pauses are positively related to the anxiety 2.
The negative transfers in grammar are more prone to cause students’ anxiety. 3. The
students tend to have different levels of anxiety towards different kinds of negative

transfers in grammar.
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Corpus-based Teaching and Learning Chinese
as a Second Language in the Era of GenAl:

Opportunities and Challenges

ZHONG YIN
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Abstract:
While Data-Driven Learning (DDL) and Corpus-Based Language Pedagogy (CBLP)

continue to be active areas of discussion in second language education, the advent of
GenAl built on large language models introduces new and significant challenges. One
pertinent question is why should educators and learners continue to utilise traditional
corpus methods when they have access to the world’s largest corpus and can interact
with advanced chatbots that provide immediate recursive querying capabilities at no
cost (e.g., Crosthwaite & Baisa, 2023) ? This study aims to explore the evolving role of
DDL and CBLP in the era of GenAl. I will compare traditional corpus-based methods
with GenAl techniques in the context of teaching and learning Chinese as a Second
Language using two examples: vocabulary studies of near-synonyms and grammatical
studies of sentence structures. Additionally, I will explore effective ways to integrate
GenAl approaches into existing corpus-based methodologies for language teaching.
Generally, this investigation highlights the potential for a collaborative relationship
between traditional corpus methodologies and GenAl. By leveraging the strengths of
both approaches, educators can enhance the effectiveness of language teaching,
ensuring that pedagogy not only adapts to technological advancements but also
preserves the proven benefits of established methods. This collaborative integration
promises to enrich the resources available to learners and educators alike, fostering a

more dynamic and responsive educational environment.

Keywords:
DDL, CBLP, GenAl, L2 Chinese Teaching and Learning
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Fostering Intercultural Understanding through Storytelling

LAM SIN MANW SOPHIA, TSE KA HO
The Education University of Hong Kong

Abstract:

In the linguistically diverse city of Hong Kong, a new educational website is leveraging
the power of storytelling to promote cross-cultural exchange and language learning.
This presentation will introduce a collection of 20 original stories that introduce the
Chinese culture and Hong Kong local culture, while also comparing the cultural
customs of different regions and countries, with the aim of enhancing the intercultural
competence of non-Chinese students in Hong Kong. The stories not only immerse
readers in the unique cultural traditions of Hong Kong and mainland China, but also
explore the perspectives and lived realities of students from other nationalities studying
in the city. By presenting these diverse narratives, the website aims to cultivate empathy,
curiosity, and appreciation for intercultural differences among its users. Crucially, the
website also incorporates interactive reading comprehension exercises after each story.
This allows learners to assess their understanding of the textual and cultural content,
while also receiving personalised feedback on their language proficiency. Through this
blend of engaging multicultural narratives and targeted skills practice, the platform
provides a holistic learning experience that supports the development of both linguistic
and intercultural competencies. This presentation will delve into the pedagogical
rationale and design principles behind the website, highlighting how it leverages
students' multilingual repertoires to foster cross-cultural connections. Attendees will
come away with insights into creating innovative educational resources that celebrate

diversity and empower language learners to become globally-minded citizens.
Keywords:

Non-Chinese Speaking students, Chinese as a second language, intercultural
competence, storytelling, reading competency
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The Influence of Chinese Cultural Identity on Putonghua

Proficiency among Hong Kong Tertiary Learners

RAO YUJING
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Abstract:

Since the reunification of Hong Kong more than 25 years ago, the academic community
has been closely monitoring the issue of Chinese cultural identity among Hong Kong
tertiary students. Early Western linguists believed that identity and language
proficiency have a reciprocal impact. Chinese scholar Chen Mo (2018) defines Chinese
cultural identity for second language learners as their cognitive, emotional, and
behavioral connections to the Chinese community culture associated with their target

language.

This issue is particularly significant for Hong Kong, where Putonghua (Mandarin
Chinese) learning is essential due to its official status in China. Most Hong Kong
students communicate in Cantonese, and their main exposure to Putonghua is through
school-based instruction. Putonghua is not a genuine mother tongue or second language
for learners in Hong Kong. However, theories related to second language acquisition
and identity can help reveal the influence of Chinese cultural identity on the Putonghua

proficiency of this unique group of learners.

This study aims to examine how Chinese cultural identity affects the proficiency in
Putonghua among learners with different educational backgrounds. Specifically, we
investigate the impact of cultural identity on listening, speaking, reading, and writing
proficiency. To collect data, we use a combination of a questionnaire survey and group

interviews with Putonghua learners from various educational backgrounds.

Our findings suggest that the Chinese cultural identity of tertiary-level Putonghua
learners from different educational backgrounds does not significantly affect their
proficiency in Putonghua. Nevertheless, it is hoped that this study can offer valuable
insights for Putonghua teaching and research in Hong Kong, and make a meaningful

contribution to the promotion of Putonghua.
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Keywords:

Hong Kong Putonghua, educational background, Chinese cultural identity
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Cross-generational Analysis of the Lexical Tones

in Macau Mandarin

REN XIN
University of Malaya

Abstract:

Although Mandarin plays a crucial role in the linguistic repertoire of Macau speakers,
relatively neglected has been the tonal aspects of Mandarin spoken in Macau. This study
mainly explores the cross-generational differences of the lexical tones in Macau
Mandarin. Twenty-four fluent Mandarin speakers were recruited, stratified by
generation and gender. Results suggest that there are four lexical tones in Macau
Mandarin, among which T2 and T3 are actively merging. Compared to Putonghua, the
tonal space of the lexical tones in Macau Mandarin is more reduced. The motivations
of these variations are attributed to contact with Cantonese and physiological factors in
conjunction. In addition, the generational variability is also observed. The findings
suggest that the main FO trajectories are lower with increasing age, and T2 and T3 are
converging, with the elder generation more advanced in the process. Besides, the
occurrences of the dipping T3 and the lower frequency of TS5 occurrences are observed
in the younger speakers. In terms of the tonal duration, more variability is found in the
elder generation. A plausible explanation for the generational variability seems to
correlate with the growing usage of Mandarin in the younger generation. This study
contributes towards a deeper understanding of the ways that Macau Mandarin is
currently spoken and the future tendencies of Macau Mandarin tones. The study also
provides new evidence on the factors that influencing the tonal variation in Macau

Mandarin and a better understanding of the forces of tonal variation in general.

Keywords:

Macau Mandarin, lexical tones, tonal variation, cross-generation, acoustic analysis
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Perspective of Zone of Proximal Development Theory

MU YUSHENG

Shanghai International Studies University

Abstract:

The existence of optional glottal stop before word-initial vowel is called glottalization

of vowels, which can be expressed as: 9—?/# V

Applying Autosegmental-Metrical Theory to Chinese, this study focuses on the
interface between phonetic and syntactic levels, and explores the influence of prosodic
phrase structure on the glottalization of Chinese word initial vowels, shedding light on
the how phonetic details is influenced by syntactic structure and vice versa, so as to
provide insights in how to help Chinese-learners to better understand the structure of

the sentence and its meaning in TCSL.

Word-initial vowels are placed at the beginning of phonological phrases, the beginning
of intonational phrases, and the position of non-phrase boundary in a sentence
respectively. Six participants (3 male and 3 female) are asked to pronounce the given

sentences.

We measured H2*-H4*, H1*-A1* and HNR as degree of glottalization of word-initial
vowels in these three cases above, and ANOVA analysis was performed on these
parameters. When the word-initial vowel appears at the non-phrase boundary of the
sentence, the values of the acoustic parameters are significantly higher than those when
the word is at the phrase boundary, indicating that glottalization appears more at phrase

boundary positions.

A concept derived from the work of Lev Vygotsky, is the Zone of proximal development
(ZPD), which represents the space that students make progress between what a learner
is capable of doing unsupported (Zone of actual development, ZAD) and what the

learner cannot do even with support (Zone of distal development, ZDD).

In the practice of TCSL, Garden Path sentences are usually found in ZDD, and are
prone to make students develop a sense of fear because of their complex syntactic
78



AL 2024 e e e o
L\ SRt RNES S EREEHEE
structure. Glottalization of word-initial vowels tends to appear at intonational and
phonological phrase boundaries in Mandarin, where phrase boundaries play an
important role in understanding Chinese syntactic structures. Therefore, glottal stop
studied in this paper can provide effective cues in this process, serving as a
“scaffolding”, a key notion referring to a structure put in place to relocate the task to

ZPD, and ultimately supports students’ understanding of syntactic structures.

Keywords:

Glottalization, syntactic structure, Zone of proximal development
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